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A letter from our
new President

Do you feel the undercurrent of excitement? The buzz of activity?

| know | canl As we kick off another year here at Arts Culture
Catawba, there’s an energy that's palpable. Coming off of a year
where we accomplished so much, most meaningful being the
completion of our 10-year cultural plan, we're ready to put that plan
into action!

So much work went into making that plan possible and we owe a debt of gratitude to all of you who
participated in surveys, focus groups, meetings and meaningful conversations! Also, a huge thank you
to all who donated to our annual United Arts Fund and our newly formed Sustainability Society.
Because of your generosity we're able to make our cultural plan a reality. Because of your support and
dedication, it's clear our community sees the value of arts and culture in our area and understands what
it's going to take to continue to grow and improve the offerings and resources for both artists and
patrons in the future.

As a native to Hickory, | grew up at the Science Center and Museum of Art. | attended Hickory Choral
Society and Symphony events and watched plays at the Hickory Community Theater. Now that I'm
raising my family here, | better understand and recognize the importance these arts and cultural
offerings are to the vitality of our community. The talent and level of artistry in our area is astounding -
It's something to highlight and celebrate - and it's getting noticed! It is a privilege to serve on the Arts
Culture Catawba board where | have a front row seat to the talent and opportunity that's available here
and to be a part of a growing group who sees the value of how supporting our arts and cultural
programs creates a more vibrant and enriching place to live.

Get ready! It will be an exciting year. As previously mentioned we're moving full steam ahead and
putting our cultural plan into action. One of the key initiatives of our plan is to implement a community
calendar that will coordinate, promote and highlight all happenings related to arts and culture in one
place - Finally! Stay tuned... Be on the lookout for our calendar launch and we look forward to seeing
you out and about supporting all of the things our arts and cultural community has to offer!

We appreciate your continued support!

Katherine Rogers
Arts Culture Catawba
Board President



WHO WE ARE | Staff

ARTS CULTURE

CATAWBA

promotes, nurtures, and funds
excellence in individuals and
organizations who provide
creative experiences that

enrich the lives of residents

and visitors.

CONTACT US

executivedirector@artscatawba.org
(828) 324-4906 ext. 302

Ingrid Keller

adminassist@artscatawba.org

Kelsey Graf
(828) 324-4906 ext. 301

Kendra Williford

marketing@artscatawba.org
(828) 324-4906 ext. 307

Chris Coffey

Grants & Resources Coordinator

grants@artscatawba.org

Chris Coffey
(828) 324-4906 ext. 306

businessmanager@artscatawba.org

Angel Pittman
(828) 324-4906 ext. 310

Rand Brandes

rand@artscatawba.org

Kelsey Graf

Data & Donor Services Administrator

Our administrative offices are
located in the WEST WING of
the SALT Block:

243 Third Avenue NE - Box 5
Hickory, NC 28601

Ingrid Keller

Executive Director

Angel Pittman

Fmance & Office Operations Associale

Kendra Williford
Marketing Manager

.’:’. ' ?
Rand Brandes
Partnerstnp Manager

Thank you to our Government Support!

Catawba County City of Claremont City of Conover
City of Hickory City of Newton Town of Maiden Town of Catawba



Board of Directors

Katherine Rogers Patty Thompson Michael Roper Shuford Abernethy Landon Lane, Il
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Arts Culture Catawba
Membership

Funded Affiliates

Catawba Science Center

The Green Room Community Theatre
Hickory Choral Society

Hickory Community Theatre

Hickory Landmarks Society

Hickory Museum of Art

Historical Association of Catawba County
Western Piedmont Symphony

Associate Members
AnandaRasa

Carolina Style Chorus

Catawba Valley Camera Club
Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral
Catawba Valley Heritage Alliance
Catawba Valley New Horizons
Catawba Valley Quilters Guild
Footcandle Film Society

Full Circle Arts

Hart Square

Hickory Ballet and Performing Arts
Hickory Music Club

Hickory Music Factory

Hickory Playground

Kids in Koncert

Newton Depot

Newton Performing Arts Center
Newton-Conover Area Community Bands
SALT Block Foundation

Satellite Archaeology Foundation, Inc.
Suzuki School of the Arts

Scan the QR Code to view
our membership link list.

Community Partners | Education
Catawba County Schools

Catawba Valley Community College

Hickory Day School

Hickory Public Schools

Hickory Schools Orchestra Boosters
Lenoir-Rhyne University (VWS)
Lenoir-Rhyne Youth Chorus

Montessori Children’s House
Newton-Conover City Schools

Community Partners | Service
Art of Compassion

Camp Dogwood

Catawba Valley Orchid Society

Centro Latino

Delta Sigma Theta Society

Great Hickory International Council
Hmong Southeast Puavphee]

Service League of Hickory

Women'’s Resource Center

Community Partners | Government

Catawba County Library

Downtown Newton Development Association

Friends of Catawba County Library

Friends of Claremont Library

Friends of Hickory Public Library

Friends of Sherrills Ford Library

Hickory Downtown Development Association

Hickory Public Arts Commission

Hickory Public Library

Hickory Recreation Department

Keep Catawba County Beautiful

Newton Public Art Commission

North Carolina Cooperative Extension

North Carolina Extension Master Gardener
Volunteer Association

Town of Catawba Historical Association



2025 Sustainability Society Commitments

In Honor of our Leadership Donors

Thank you to all of our Sustainability Society Members! The Sustainability Society is made up of a
dedicated group of donors who have pledged to make a gift of at least $1000 a year for five years to
support the new initiatives of the Creative Catawba Culture Plan.
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SOCIETY

Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Barnhardt
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berry

Broome Insurance Agency, a Legacy Partner

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Bush, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Byrd
Cargo Transporters, Inc.
Mrs. Maryfrances Carter
Catawba Valley Health System
Mr. J. Donald Coleman
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Coley
Ms. Joyce G. Corbett

Davidson, Holland, Whitesell & Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Decker
Mrs. Becky Ferrell
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Glasheen
Mr. and Mrs. John Greenwell
Mr. and Mrs. Ryen Greer
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Isenhour
Mr. and Mrs. John Jonkhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Lutz Keller

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lackey, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Long
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lundy
Mrs. Nancy F. Matheson

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mull
North Hickory Market
O. Leonard Moretz Foundation
Ms. Monica Olinger
Peoples Bank

Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Hickory, NC

Mr. John Pope
Mr. and Mrs. H. Dean Proctor
Rock House Brands
Mr. Michael Roper
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Roseman, Jr.
Sarstedt, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Abel A. Shuford Il
Shurtape Technologies
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Teeter
Mr. and Mrs. John Tucker llI
Mr. and Mrs. Sherrill F. Young, Jr.



2025 United Arts Fund Campaign

In Honor of our Leadership Donors

Thank you to all who donated to the 2025 United Arts Fund Campaign which supports our arts, science and
history organizations so they can continue to help make Catawba County a great place to live and work.

PATRONS

SPONSORS

DONORS

Beaver Family Foundation, Inc.

George Foundation Inc.
TSH Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Atriax Group

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Barnes

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Fleetwood Il
Ms. Peggy R. Fullwood

Ms. Joan E. Gardner

Mr. and Mrs. James Abernethy

Mr. and Mrs. Claude Shuford Abernethy lil
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Anthony

Ms. Angela B. Simmons and Mr. Jeff Behmer
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Benton, Jr.

Ms. Dorothy Collier Best

Mr. Greg Billings

Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Bowman

Dr. and Mrs. Rand Brandes

Dr. and Mrs. Paul V. Caporossi

Ms. Sandra Pait-Clay and Dr. George Clay
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore S. Corwin, Jr.

Ms. Susan Daughtridge

PRESERVERS

BENEFACTORS

Cline Family Foundation
Ms. Kimberly George

SUSTAINERS

Dr. Charles J. Goodwin

Mr. and Mrs. David Hayes

Ms. Cathy Hunsucker and Mr. Tony Hanson
Ms. Rebecca A. Hart and Mr. Nathan Moody
Mr. and Mrs. David Hood

L.B. Lane Family Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. David Ludwig

Mrs. Carol de Perczel

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Ester

Dr. Jerry K. Froedge

Mr. and Mrs. John Geiger

Ms. Susan J. Goldstein

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Greathouse
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Grell

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hildebrand

Mr. and Mrs. Robert |. Hooks

Ms. Ingrid Keller and Mr. Matt Ester
Mr. Kent Kerley and Mr. Thom Hutchens
Mr. and Mrs. Jearld Leonhardt

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Matthews

Mr. and Mrs. James V. Tarlton, Jr.

Ms. Joyce G. Corbett

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Ferretti lll

Mr. and Mrs. Boyd L. George

Kenneth K. and Suzanne G. Millholland
Endowment Fund

Piedmont Natural Gas Company

The Claude S. Jr. and Raenelle B. Abernethy
Testamentary Charitable Trust

The Griffin Family Foundation

Martin Starnes and Associates, CPAs, PA
Mr. John C. Nelson

The Bolick Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. James Treadaway, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Watson

Mrs. Donna S. Wright

Matthews Construction Co. Inc.

Mr. Bob McCreary

Mr. and Mrs. John McDonough

Dr. and Mrs. John Meier

Ms. Chris Lavorata and Mr. Robert Mild
Mr. Robert A. Mullinax

Ms. Michele Francois and Mr. Jeff Neuville
Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Norwood

Dr. and Mrs. E. D. Powell

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Seaver

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sowers

Spectrum Financial



SUPPORTER

CONTRIBUTOR

Allegra Print Marketing and Mail
Anonymous

Mr. Steve F. Austin and Mr. Jeff Mingus
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beatty, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Ken Bechtel

Dr. and Mrs. John C. Bools

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bracewell

Mr. and Mrs. John N. Bray

Mr. G. Maurice Capps

Mr. Marcus B. Dagenhardt

Ms. Twyla Deese and Mr. Dennis Baucom
Mr. Todd Dickerson

Ms. Anita Doran and Mr. Andrew Straw
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Earles

Ms. Thelma Eley

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Griffin

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Herbert

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Hetzel

Mr. & Mrs. Lance Hight

Dr. and Mrs. Allen Huffman, Jr.

Alexis Abernathy

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Abernethy
Dr. Nathan Ahlgrim

Mr. and Mrs. Austin Allran

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Bandy, Jr.
Ms. Ashley Bandy

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Barger

Mrs. Haley and Mr. Jason Beech
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Bland

Mrs. Katherine Bondurant

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Brady

Mrs. Helen M. Brooks

Mr. John D. Brown Il

Mr. and Mrs. Preston Bryant

Mr. and Mrs. J. Wilson Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Kit Cannon

Ms. Priscilla Carney

Carolina Base-PAC Corporation
Mrs. Maryfrances Carter

Mr. and Mrs. John Cathey

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Coleman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Corsi

Ms. Connie Couden

Mrs. Judy Cramer

Ms. Cavelle Davolio

Ms. Elizabeth Davolio

Ms. Arnita M. Dula

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Dunlap
Dr. and Mrs. Hector Estepan

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Filip

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Finley

Dr. Ann Joslyn and Dr. Randy Fisher
Dr. and Mrs. Alan G. Forshey

Dr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Foster
Ms. Sharon Foster

Ms. Sandra Fotheringham

Dr. and Mrs. Garland Hughes

Mr. Tony Ikard

Ms. Patricia Lee and Mr. Kirby Kepford
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Knedlik

Ms. Sally Fanjoy and Mr. James Labrenz
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lail

Mr. and Mrs. Landon B. Lane Il

Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Light

Dr. and Mrs. William E. Long

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Martino

Ms. Cameron Mauney

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Mills

Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Mitchell

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Morgan

Mrs. Anne L. Moss

Mr. and Mrs. Hani Nassar

Mr. and Mrs. William Parrish

Dr. and Mrs. Kerry Payne

Dr. José Riera

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Frank, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Frankel
Ms. Marilyn Futrelle

Mr. and Mrs. John Gann

Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Garlitz
Mr. Gary Gilleland and Mr. Joseph Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Gniadek

Mr. and Mrs. Russ Granger

Mr. and Mrs. G. Alan Griffin
Reverend and Mrs. Thomas Griffis
Mr. and Mrs. William Gruman
Ms. Ellie Jeffers Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hargreaves
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Hartjes

Mrs. Gere T. Helton

Dr. and Mrs. James R. Hodges
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hollar

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Huffman
Mr. Gregory Huffman

Mrs. Sue Huffman

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Humphrey
Mr. and Mrs. Reid lkerd

Mr. and Mrs. Steve lvester

Ms. Leslie Keller

Ms. Connie Kincaid

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Knowles
Mr. and Mrs. John Koval

Dr. and Mrs. John Leach

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Leonetti
Mrs. Betty P. Lohr

Mr. Andy Lominac

Ms. Frankie M. Matthews

Mr. William W. McComb, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred McCorkle
Drs. Karen and Gary McDougal
Dr. and Mrs. Mark McGinnis
Ms. Deb McKeel

Mr. and Mrs. David Metz

Dr. and Mrs. Doug Michael
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Rock House Brands

Mr. and Mrs. Joey Sadowski
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Sain

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Salwen

Dr. and Mrs. Charles D. Scheil
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Shuford Il
Mrs. Susan Sigler

Mr. and Mrs. Skipper Smith
Ms. Mary Texer

Mr. and Mrs. Bryce O. Thomas, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vollinger
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Walters
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Wepner

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wessels
Mr. and Mrs. David Whitley

Ms. Charlotte Williams and Mr. Michael Willis

Dr. Grey Winfield Il
Dr.and Mrs. W. Lee Young Il
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Zagaroli

Dr. and Mrs. Joel B. Miller

Ms. Robyn Mingle

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Moody, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Moritz

Mr. and Mrs. David Myers

Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Nigrelli
Mr. Bill Oelkers

Mrs. Hannah Owen

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Parker

Mr. and Mrs. Ty Poston

Mr. John Rambo

Mrs. Marion Reese

Ms. Maria Register

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Rhyne

Mrs. Marty Rice

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Rights

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Robbins
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rodgers

Dr. Mary O. Polk and Mr. Luther J. Rollins, Jr.

Dr. James M. Ross

Ms. Angela Sherrill

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Shook

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sinclair

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Snyder

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sobotkin

Mrs. Clarissa and Mr. Benji Starnes
Christine and Andy Stinson

Dr. Gail Summer

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Tashjian

Mr. and Mrs. Shea Teague

Teague Campbell Dennis & Gorham, LLP
Ms. Elizabeth Thao

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Thomason

Ms. Patty Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. H. Lawrence Thompson IV
Ms. Kimberly Wallace

Mr. Justin Ward

Mrs. Celeste Watts



CONTRIBUTOR

FRIEND

Mr. David N. Webber
Mr. and Mrs. Les Whicker, Jr.
Ms. Karen Schell Whitworth
Ms. Anne R. Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Banner
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Bartlett
Mr. Jarred Blanton

Ms. Raisa Boben

Dr. and Mrs. David W. Branyon
Ms. Judy W. Cain

Ms. Debra Christian

Ms. Ida Clough

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Cunningham
Mr. Patrick Daily

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Eisenbraun
Mr. Adam Everett

Ms. Leslie Ferrell

Mr. Ed Fickle

Ms. Wyn Flo

Mr. and Mrs. Chad Freeland
Ms. Frances W. Frock

Ms. Kelly Gooderham

Mrs. Lynn Gora

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Gouge

Mr. Dallas Greer

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gregory

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Grell

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Gscheidmeier
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman Gutshall
Dr. and Mrs. Sanford Guttler

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Williams

Mr. Charles R. Willingham

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Winters
Ms. Liz Yang

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Hall

Dr. and Mrs. David M. Hardaway
Mr. Edward Henson

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hodge

Ms. Erica Isenhour

Dr. Kathy Ivey

Mr. and Mrs. Erik Jordan

Ms. Kimberly B. Jordan

Dr. Douglas Knight

Ms. Angela Lambert

Mrs. Margaret Lavender

Ms. Kate Lawhorn

Mr. James Luehrs

Mr. Peter Maxwell

Ms. Karen McGuire

Ms. Alexandria McNeely

Mrs. Victoria Morales and Mr. German Castellanos
Mrs. Tiffany Mullis Brittain and Mr. Grant Brittain
Mr. and Mrs. Chet Palmer

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Parker

Mr. Robert A. Price

Mrs. Patricia Rice

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Rink

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Robertson
Ms. Rhonda Roederer

Mr. and Mrs. David Sadlowski
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Ms. Helen Sain

Dr. Tracie McLemore Salinas and Dr. Rene Salinas
Mr. and Mrs. Dirk Schoellner
Ms. Ellen Schwarzbek

Mr. Fred Sherrill, Jr.

Rev. and Mrs. Robert H. Shoffner
Mr. and Mrs. Wade Shuford llI
Mr. Kurt Sigmon

Mr. Charles Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sosebee
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Stafford

Mr. and Mrs. Darrell M. Stafford
Ms. E. Anne Starnes

Ms. Sara Stinemetz

Ms. Kelly Swindell

Ms. Abby Taylor

Dr. Harry Titus

Mr. Matthew Troy

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Turman
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Unverfehrt
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Walters
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wangler
Mrs. Joann Wilfong

Mr. and Mrs. Conway Wilson

ARTS CULTURE CATAWBA ...

In addition to the UAF, Arts Culture
Catawba provides grants to
individual creatives and
organizations.

Artist Support Grant

Innovative Artist Grant

Projects Pool Grant

Community Cultural Grant

Edna Bost Barringer Young Artist Award
Kathryn Greathouse Legacy Scholarship

NURTURES

Professional
Development

New Initiative!

PROMOTES

Events Calendar
New Initiative!

-Workshops specifically catered for
artists and arts organizations.
-Resources for both artists and arts
organizations available through
new website.

-Our cultural event calendar is a
great resource for residents and

visitors, as well as arts & cultural
organizations.



HICKGRY

COMMUNITY THEATRE

30 3RD ST NW HICKORY, NC 28601 8283282283
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2025-2026
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COOKIES & CAROLS

o chifdren's concert
and cookie reception

December 6, 2025 | 11:00 am
Ridgeview Community Center, Hickery

CHRISTMAS COMNCERTS

December 12, 2025 | 730 pm
December 13, 2025 | 3:.00pm & 7:30pim

December 14, 2025 | 3:00 pm
Corinth Refermed Church,
Hickery

=

m Hickory Choral Society
@hickorychoralsociety
@ hickerycheoralsociety.org

Our concerts are free to attend. Donors will receive membership
benefits, such as reserved and preferred seating, preferred
parking, and additional benefits. For seasonal membership, visit
our website or call our office at (828)322-2210.
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ONE UNFORGETTABLE YEAR.

wpsymphony.org/tickets | (828) 324-8603 ext. 1

THE MUSIC OF PINK FLOYD
September 13, 2025 | Foothills Pops

ELEMENTAL MUSIC
October 18, 2025 | Masterworks

ITALIAN INSPIRATIONS
November 22, 2025 | Masterworks

THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS
December 5, 2025 | Foothills Pops

ROMANTIC MASTERS
January 31, 2026 | Masterworks

GRANT US PEACE
February 28, 2026 | Masterworks

FROM BROADWAY TO HOLLYWOOD!
April 18, 2026 | Foothills Pops

MUSICAL WANDERLUST
May 16, 2026 | Masterworks '||
WESTERN PIEDMONT

SYMPHONY
E MATTHEWTROY, MUSIC DIRECTOR

CONCERT TICKETS WPSYMPHONY.ORG




Let’s make art EVERYWHERE!
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Renovating Our Space, Expanding Our Reach
While we renovate, Hickory Museum of Art is bring-
ing creativity into the community with classes, events,
and pop-ups. This year, we're bring the art to YOU!

Follow us on social media and scan the code

to visit our website for the latest updates,
class info, and event details.

ANNUAL SPONSORS
Al Lee MDI

243 3™ Ave NE Hickory, NC 28601 | HickoryArt.org | 828.327.8576

HickKoRY LANDMARKS SOCIETY
Collecting Hickory’s History since 1968

N
|
|
|

MEMBERSHIP
CAMPAIGN
Launching September 1st

UprcOMING EVENTS:

‘Halloween at
Propst House
October 31st, 2025

A Landmarks Christmas
December 6th, 2025

Forrow HLS

Stay up to date and follow our
Facebook & Instagram
@hickorylandmarks

IE JX © R
LANDMARKS
STOIE [RENTEY.

www.hickorylandmarks.org

/z.‘?,; —
Al I: 9\
Y

Funded affiliate of
“
o septembe,, Anc'rAs'TchlEgnE

o° % through the United Arts Fund

%gh january 9, 2026

. RETURNS
ﬂIN,(,, (SRR, EARLY 2026,

catqwbq

science

center

Not a member? Join today! CatawbaScience.orglMemberéhi
Discounts on programs & FREE admission all year long!

Welcome To The
Catawba County

Museum Of @
History

The History Museum of Catawha County q i
offers testimony to the hardy settlers
of the Catawba River Valley and their
(A dqsmuants who carved
a world-renowned fﬁrmture and textile,
empire out of fha hackwoods.

CONTACT US FOR MORE
INFORMATION
(828) 465-0383
30 North College Ave, Newton NC 28658

HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION

OF CATAWBA COUNTY
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MU'SEUM Expanding Our Reach
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Big changes are on the horizon for the Hickory Museum of Art. The museum is officially moving forward with its long-
planned renovation. This exciting step is possible because of the success of the "Uncrate the Future” Capital Campaign,
a community-driven effort that has already reached a remarkable milestone. And while much has been accomplished,
the campaign isn't over—HMA continues to raise funds to strengthen its long-term sustainability and ensure a bright
future for the arts in our region. To learn more about “"Uncrate the Future”, visit www.hickoryart.org/uncratethefuture.

“Everything we do is about presentation. But this project isn't about aesthetics. It's
driven by necessity. The need for storage, the need of exhibition logistics, and the
need to grow education — these needs will all be addressed through this renovation.
Mostly, the need to ensure best practice for our accreditation. Our legacy was built
on generous community support. And community support will build our future. The
best is yet to come.”

Clarissa Starnes
Executive Director, Hickory Museum of Art

A Transforming the First Floor

What is now the Education Wing will soon become a state-of-the-art Collection Storage and Artwork Receiving Area. A new
addition at the back of the building will create a private, secure, climate-controlled space where artwork can safely arrive. This
change means more storage, better efficiency, and modern systems to protect the collection. From the moment a crate is delivered
to the time a piece is installed in the galleries, the new setup will give the museum the stability and access it needs to bring in
exhibitions that weren't possible before.

A A New Education Wing Upstairs

Education is moving up—literally. The second floor will house four new classrooms, each equipped with advanced technology and
connected directly to the galleries. By moving classrooms upstairs, the museum will be able to welcome more students while also
making visits safer and smoother. The design supports 2Ist-century learning and keeps the Education Wing closely tied to the art
on display.

A A Reimagined Third Floor

The third floor will take on a whole new role as the center for staff and leadership. Offices will be designed for collaboration and
growth, but the standout features are a brand-new Boardroom and catering kitchen. The Boardroom will give trustees and
committees a dedicated space to meet, plan, and look ahead to the museum’s future. The catering kitchen will open the door for
more receptions, rentals, and community events—making the museum not just a place to view art, but also a place to gather.
Together, these additions will make the third floor a hub for both behind-the-scenes work and community connection.

The renovation officially began on September 2, 2025. Just before the work got underway, the community came together for a
special "Closing the Gates” celebration on Sunday, August 31 at 4 PM. Friends and families gathered to hear remarks from Mayor
Hank Guess, share light refreshments, and take part in a meaningful ceremony. As part of the event, Mayor Guess had the honor of
lowering the museum’s gates for the last time before construction began—a gesture that closed one chapter and opened the door
to HMA's next.

il



Visit our temporary
satellite museum!

While the main museum is closed for
renovation, we are operating a satellite
location at Valley Hills Mall [1960 US Hwy 70
SE, Hickory, NC 28602]. Find us on the 2nd
floor, near American Eagle, outside of Dillard'’s.

Enjoy free hands-on art activities, exhibitions
by local artists, and morel

o \& Hours:

Wednesday - Saturday | 11 AM - 4 PM
Sunday [ 12 - 6 PM
Also open for special events and

classes.

CURRENT STATUS Q\

“'7\ \ 3.5 15

_ /
N | .//0 uncrate
“FUTURE

(US Dollars in Millions)

CONSTRUCTION COSTS
PLUS ALL EXPENSES
58




RANDOM ACTS OF ARTSINESS

MAKE /V'USI.C day began 43 years ago in France.

Féte De La Musique, meaning both “festival of music” /V)US"C
and “make music” in French, was created as a free —
&fawga&unlg‘

music festival where anyone could play music or host B LN : 3 8 Jue 21
performances. The event took place on the summer e |
solstice, June 21 and has become a national holiday.
According to makemusicday.org, almost 11% of French
people (7 million) have performed in the festival, and
64% (43 million) come out each year to listen.

The holiday has since spread throughout the world
and on June 21, 2025, 5,471 free events took place -
including four in Catawba County!

Golden Rule Music School and Hickory Music Factory co-produced a Community
Showcase in Downtown Hickory. NoCo Arts organized a Walk-About around the
square in downtown Newton and a Street Jam session took place in Yount Park.
AnandaRasa hosted a Community Drum Circle and Solstice Fire Ceremony at
Catawba Farms. All of these events were free to the public and many of them
called for amateurs to join in.

On June 30, 2025, just a few days after Make Music Day, The World Health Organization released a report that confirms
social isolation and loneliness are widespread with serious but under-recognized impacts on health. The report also
defines social well-being as being just as important as physical and mental well-being.

I hope that you will think about joining Make Music Day next year on June 21, 2026 - or better yet, don't wait! Sharing
musical experiences, whether participating or listening, can foster a sense of community and belonging. Events like
Make Music Day and other impromptu jam sessions and concerts are just the sort of random acts of artsiness we need
to build social connections that will make our lives better.

~ Ingrid Keller
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http://makemusicday.org/

ART WALL EXHIBITION

KIM BOST

OCTOBER - JANUARY
WEST WING OFFICES At THE SALT BLOCK

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

DISCOVER SKILLS, CONNECTIONS, AND INSPIRATION THROUGH OUR
UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR
CREATIVE PROFESSIONALS LIKE YOU!

WWW.ARTSCATAWBA.ORG/PROFESSIONALDEVELOPMENT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8TH

HICKORY METRO CONVENTION CENTER
Doors open at 5:30 PM

UPCOMING ART WALL EXHIBITION:
JOYCE VUKELA-MAYER
Artist Reception: January 15", 2026

5—7pm WEST WING OFFICES At THE SALT BLOCK
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CATAWBA 365

POWERED BY ““"-;"lm_ﬁ*ll_ﬂ}m EVENTS ARTS EDUCATION DIRECTORIES OPPORTUNITIES RESOURCES & NEWS JOIN Us

522 ARTS CULTURE www.artscatawba.org
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http://www.artscatawba.org/professionaldevelopment
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243 3rd Avenue NE, Box 5, Hickory, NC 28601
www.artscatawba.org
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My name is Bunny Eaton. For the past four years, I've
called Hickory, NC my home. It's a place that keeps me
grounded as my work carries me across the state, from

Charlotte to Boone to Raleigh, managing a not-so-small
fleet of art vending machines. | used to teach art, but
when my business took off, | left the classroom to pursue
creativity full time. Since then, I've been blessed and
rewarded with a full and passionate lifel My days revolve
around paint and precise strokes, oil and acrylic, canvas
and machine! Recently, I've been sinking my teeth into
isometric painting; impossible geometry and the
exploration of space. When | paint, | get lost in the
mathematics that construct the space of my dreamworld. |
can spend hours upon hours trying to recreate the
architecture that makes up the landscape of my dreams.
My dreams are vivid, strange, theatrical, and melancholy
— filled with recurring places and volatile characters. And
while | still don't feel like I've quite captured it in truth, |
think I'll always keep painting to try and make sense of my
subconscious.



